Page 12

Teaching Today | April 2007

National Project Helps Wisconsin Learning Disabled Students

By Teri Sisulak

Project Eye-to-Eye is an exciting,
new concept designed to get learning dis-
abled /ADHD college students into mid-
dle school classrooms to mentor learning
disabled, ADD and ADHD children.
Project Eye-to-Eye is a nationally recog-
nized program. The program is separated
into two components: an art workshop
once a week and one-on-one mentoring
time. The goals include developing
interpersonal skills, self-advocacy, self-
concept, study skills and organization.

There are two Project Eye-To-Eye
sites in the Midwest, one is in Minnesota
and is the other in Wisconsin. The pro-
gram site in Wisconsin is a partnership
between DeLong Middle School in Eau
Claire and faculty and students at the
University of Wisconsin — Eau Claire.
The UW - Eau Claire students under the
direction of co-coordinators Teri Sisulak
and Korah Petrasko have formed the
group into a campus organization. The
UW — Eau Claire mentors participated in
a series of training sessions lead by the
National Director of Eye-to-Eye, David

University of Wlsconsm Eau Claire

“Fun — I get to express myself and do a lot of
projects and express my self in creativity.”

Flink. The art room visits began on
November 17 and will run until April 27
when Mr. Flink will be in Eau Claire for
a family art show for the students’ work.
Each student will have an opportunity for
their work to go to a national art show in
New York.

When DeLong Middle School stu-
dents were asked what they liked about
meeting with their mentors, this is how
they responded:

“Fun — I get to express myself and do
a lot of projects and express my self in
creativity.”

-Adrian

“Everything — All my new friends —
University friends. They taught me to
do better in school! They are nice and
smart and sometimes funny.

-Dan

-Adrian

Project Eye-to-Eye works to create a
more inclusive and empowering learning
environment for its students. Project
Eye-To-Eye’s research, however, shows
that many of its programming methods
can be mirrored in non-Project Eye-To-
Eye classrooms with dramatic results.
Fundamental to the Project Eye-To-Eye
programming model is the concept that it
is essential to develop healthy self-
esteem to promote student success.
Helping a student find his or her niche
and praising them when they do a great
job is one of the first steps. Another way
to support students is through allowing
them different options in activities. For
example, some students may do a better
job with verbal poetry than written poet-
ry or by incorporating the same idea into
a visual piece of artwork. Students may

also use “fidgets” underneath their desks
in order to help them focus on the task at
hand, and this way they are less distract-
ing to classmates. Other alternative
accommodations can include books on
tape and medication. To promote skills
necessary for life, talking with students
about the way that they study and using
reading and study strategies can also help.

If you are interested in getting a
Project Eye-to-Eye site started, there are
three things that you need to do: contact
a post-secondary school in the area and
enlist faculty assistance and students to
do the mentoring, have contact with a
teacher at a school with a group of strug-
gling students, and fill out a Project Eye-
to-Eye Program Model Agreement Form.
For more questions about setting up a site
please contact David Flink at
newsite @projecteyetoeye.org.

For a full resource guide about more
accommodations, please contactus at:
info@projecteyetoeye.org or  visit
WWW.projecteyetoeye.org.

You can make a difference in the life
of a learning disabled child!

“My summer: plans include
taking classes to_help me
reachy my goals as a teacher

plus a little hlkmg,

For more than a decade, UW-Eau Claire’s Summer Session courses
have been helping educators reach their professional goals. You can
earn credits for your licensure or relicensure, meet your PDP goals,
work toward a master’s degree (like Matt) and advance on your
salary schedule. Whatever your educational interest, from trends in
literature to behavior management, UW-Eau Claire may have just the
course to fit your needs.

To find out more about Summer Session, call 775-836-2425 or visit
www.uwec.edu/summer.

Put your plan into action at UN-Eau Claire.

Matt Allen, biologyteacher
Memorial High School, Eau Claire
Bachelor’s degree in teaching biology "01

Excellence. Our measure, our motto, our goal.

www.uwec.edu/summer




